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1.3 May 1960
HMEMORARDUM FOR: Az pistant Director, Research and Reports
FROM: Ckief, Geographic Research

SUBJECT: G4 Activity Report for the Month of April 1960

A. Major Research ard Techrical Support Activity

25X1
25X1

2. During the month of April D/GC complated 147 mejs
and cherts and sccepied requests for 139 from the various components
of the Agency snd the Department of State. Completions for the
previous month of March were 196. Totsl Jjobs in process in the
Division at the end of April were 498 versus 509 jobs in March.

3. The Map Library Division forwarded 306,869 iteme to requesters
in response to 2,196 requests for maps, related geographic publications,
and reference informsation. Thie month's totals for LOLs map requeets 25X1
and itemg forwesrded ware the highest in s number of yeairs.
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SUBJECT: GRA Activity Raport for the Month of April 1960

25X1A9A

10. A request was submitted by HORAD for giver a
briefing to CINCEHORAD and Staff on Soviet actid ica and
their possible bearing on U.S. defense problems. The briefing ie to
be given in Colorado Sorings on 10 May.

1l. In response to the circulation of a description of the United
States Air Force "Lunar Atlas”, volume 1, first edition, Pebruary 1960,
three requests for retaniion coples of the Atlas and two for loans were
gerviced, The Atlas was produced under en Air Force Cerbridge Ressarch
Center contract, plans for vhich were initiated in 1957, The sslection
of the luner photography, conductad under the supervision of Dr. G. P.
Kuipar, Yerkss Observatory, represents the best material svailable at
the Mount Wilson, Iick, McDonald, snd Yerkes Observatories in this
country, and the Pic du Midi Observatory in Prance. The Atles is the
culmination of efforts by many different groups in widely separated
areas, bringing together the most significant and timely photographic
coverage of the moon. The Atlas is 183 X 251 X 3 inches and weighs

25 pounds .
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25X1
- SUBJECT: GFA Activity Report for the Month of April 1960

25X1A9A 9. | ettonded the Staff neeting of
_ Mr. Francls Willismor, Directar, Office of Research asd Aonlysia for
Hestera Burcpe, in the: Depaiiannt of State. spoke on the 25X1A9A
vesources of the Map Iibrery, and s selaction of wepe on Kestern Furope
- #as shown. 251

! » AT
D, 2roblors

1. The Referencs Branch » BJ/GL, virgantly requests an additiomal
siaff member for the sunpesw momike. YUreining in Reference opsrations
should be given befor: the izt week of May.

5X1A9A 2. The Gmx’&ina"«;ign staff, D , rte that & vesaney will be
2 crested in Eeptember (G50 vhen will resign. % is importent

that this position be filled as Boom &s nossible, heceuse the FY 1961 25X1
schedules for Chapter: T and. rolated Sections 19 sre demnnding spé w11l f
require the efforts o 3 cumpleie stafe,
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SUBJECT: GRA Activity Eeport for the Month of April 1960
25X1

2. Severval members of tae Avea participsted in the preparatiocn
of a centribution to tac KBC paper on delative Power Positions of Ghe
Pree World and Sino-S8oriet Bloe through 1970.

T

8. Bl eReET
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CIA/RR GP 60-58:L
29 April 1960

MEMORAND(M FOR: Deputy Assistant Director, URR

SUBJECT« GRA Ccntribution to Power Positions Projaet

1. In undertakiag tie tesk of assesgsing the role of geographic
factors in the determinat .on of future relative power of the Prise
World versus the Sirg .Soviet EBioc, the Geographic Research Area found
1t necessary %0 re-@uurine the guaiities of geography tha: relate to
the estimation of struteg.c pcver. 1t wes determined that, within the
terme of reference of the problem, the significant cheracteristics are
those of location, shupe, and size. Geography is concerned with the
location, identity, srd aeal interrelationshipa of physical and cuiturai
Phenomena. It comprehiends and assosses s near totality of environmental
elements. By this ovexrviow, geography contributes insight and underv.
standing relevant to mpany aspects of a nation's power. Conclusions bazed
on geographic analysis, however, ave valid only in specific contexte;
dats on ‘the envirommsrtsl elements coacerned must be as gpecific as the
conclusions sought.

2. The geograpbic factors of terrain, vegetaticn, climate, popula-
tion, ethnic groups, Tesources, industry, transportation and comnunt sations
location, size, and shape were evaiuated in relation to the problem. It
was found that several of these factors could be considersd only in grose
terms; in the context of the problem, these ware discarded as being more
Susceptible to analysis in conjunction with elements not @gsentially
geographic, e.g., economy, political orgacization, naticnal character,
military development. The factors of location, size, ard shape remsin
uniquely geogrephic anl significant in thet they profourdly influence
the atrategic situation of states or coelitions of states.

3- Many books have beer written on the gubject of national power,
and all treat the classical elements of geography that hawe influenced
the course of events between netions in the past. Writtan in retrogpect
these books can identify those geograplile slements whick vere significent

25X1
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SUBJECT: GRA Contribution to Powsy Positions Project

in affecting the course of events > bui they dc not desnl with events in
prospect. The geographic elements cannot be shown t0o have determined
the evenis but only to have influenced them, once the cbjective for
action wus established. £An evaiuation of the significence of each «f
the three uniquely geographic factors -- location » 8lze, and shape --
in an assessment of national or coslition pover is further complicated
by the amorphous nature of the term "Free Worid" (and in some reapects
of the term "Sino-Soviet Bloc"}, the major imponderables that are
involved in a comtrasting of the two coalitions, the time reference of
1965 and 197C, and the unpredictable effeots of edvancing technology.
Before a meaningful prognosis, besed on the application of geogrephic
factors can be made to the Power Positione paper, it is necessary that
gpecific assumptions end conditions be stated. In its present context
the problem permits only very geperal couclusions -- e.g., the Pree
World is charecterized by great eize gnd fragmentation, the latter being
compounded by the dlsconticulty of yro-U.S. components.

L. Although it is concluded that geogrephic factors and the well-
known geopoliticel hypotheszes mnd doctrines of MacKinder, McMahan, et al
have limited applicebility to & power positions estimate, the Geographic
Research Area does have & distinc: contribution to malks. Accompanying
this memorsadum are two snnexes that contain materisl of sigrifiecance in
the consideration of the problem at hand. Anpex A describes the present
and possinly future relutionships betwser the Free World and the Sino-
Soviet Bloc on the basis of those factors that are accepted as baing
undquely geographic and significant. Annex B deals with a subject which
is not wholly geographic but is of utmost importance in tha assessments
of power relationships betueen the two oppoeing groups; it 15 an evaluation
of the reilative disparity betveen the Free World and the Sino-Soviet Blcc
in the extent of knowledge of the physical environment. The growth =nd
expangion of pations, peacafully or otherwise, is conditioned to s large
degree by the comprshensiveness of the inowledge that each heg of ite own
physical environment and thet of the others. Any disparity in the degree
of such knowledge is bound to place one natiom o group of nations iz &
pesition of potential aavantege or dissdvantage with respact to othars.
It is felt that sn assessment of this factor is of great significence ir
the preparation of an estimete of pover positicas.

5. The Geog:raﬂz:lc Reserrch Ares eﬂcodmges the tesk team, during
its deliberations s> to bear in mind the influence of such besic geographbic
elements as size, shepe, ard location on the relstive power poefitions of

2
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SUBJECT: GRA Contribuiion to Pover Positions Project

the two internstional groupings. It is felt thst geograp .y’ s grestest
contribution caa probably be made in the process of coordinacion of “he
contributions of other untributors. Presumably more refiged assumptions
and termz of reference will emergs from these contributions, thus per-
mitting & more specific assessment of the influence of geographic and

quasi-geographic factor: on couperative power positions urder given sete
of circumstances.

25X1A9A

Chief, Geogrephic Research
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